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TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO BE COMPLIANT WITH 

IMPORTER SECURITY FILING (ISF) / 10 + 2

On January 26, 2009, Importer Security and Additional Carrier requirements (commonly known as 10+2) went into effect.  With a lead-time of one year ending on January 26, 2010, this regulation requires importers and vessel operating carriers to provide advance trade data to Customs prior to the vessel leaving the last Port of Sailing prior to arriving in the United States.  On January 26, 2010, this information will become mandatory and failure to comply will result in penalties assessed against the importer.

This information must be submitted electronically to U.S. Customs (CBP) in the form of an Importer Security Filing.  This requirement only applies to cargo arriving in the United States by an ocean vessel.

An ISF importer is typically the good’s owner, purchaser, consignee or agent and must provide eight data elements to CBP no later than 24 hours before the cargo is laden aboard the export vessel.  The data elements include;

· Seller name and address

· Buyer name and address

· Importer of record number (normal EIN or Social Security Number)

· Consignee number (EIN or S/S)

· Manufacturer or Supplier

· Ship to Party

· Country of Origin

· HTSUS / Commodity Tariff Number

Two additional data elements while can be supplied prior to the sailing, must a least be submitted no later than 24 hours prior to the ship’s arrival at the first U.S. Port of entry:

· Container stuffing location
· Consolidator

Customs has recently published enforcement guidelines to the importer who fails to comply with these ISF regulations.  These include the following:
· The ocean carrier may receive a message to prevent loading of cargo

· The carrier may not be allowed to unload in the U.S.

· Customs may not proceed with exam or release of cargo

· Customs may issue penalties against the importer

While the final penalty guidelines are still be worked out and will depend on the accuracy, compliance within the program that the importer has shown and other certain criteria, we expect the penalties to include the following:

Failure to file a timely ISF 
 

$5,000.00

Filing an inaccurate update


$5,000.00

Filing an incomplete or untimely ISD
$5,000.00

In mitigating these penalties down to the $1,000 - $2,000 range, CBP will consider evidence that the importer transmitted ISF during this year-long phase in period.  For this reason alone, it is important that all importers “Get On The Boat” as soon as possible. 

We urge you to contact us is helping to set up your ISF process as soon as possible to get set up with this program as well as discuss any special requirements, needs, or questions that you may have.
Thank you for our interest,
DELL WILL CUSTOMS BROKERS (USA) INC.

Marty Bloch

Vice President / LCB / CCS

DELL WILL CUSTOMS BROKERS (USA), INC.

26480 Northline Commerce Drive   Suite 912

Taylor, MI 48180

Ph. 734 946-3040 / Fax 734 946-2829
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